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Official organ of the American Square Dance Group. 

"The purpose of tho American Square Dance Group 
shall bo to make available those rich stores of 
natjve dance, music, drama and general Americana 
which together comprise American.»folk culture; to 
conduct uuca activities without regard for race, 

creed, color or social position; to cooperate with 
all v/ho entertain similar views." 
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SO LONG 

The season is over for PROMENADE; although the American Square 
Dance Group will continue its activities for the summer, we will not 
bring out another issue of our magazine until the mid-sum/er. 

In many ways thi3 has boen a wonderful v/inter for us, and we 
have enjoyed it tremendously. There have been unhappy times, and wor¬ 
ried tir es along with the fun, «Ve have learned a great deal about work¬ 
ing together, about sharing our sorrows as well as our hobbies, and 
we feel that we have grown as individuals and as members of our Group. 
We have come nearer to living up to our ideals and now we know how to 
go-ahead and really accomplish the nim 3 of our organization. 

I wi3h to thank all those members of the Group who have worked 

so hard on PROMENADE ... Alan, Boris, Pat T., Aileen, Manny and Chick 

of the adult Group...and Pat, Trucky, Vi*», Sonny, Danny, Pooh and 

Judy of the Junior Group. They have worked, uncomplainingly, under 

very difficult conditions, and they, and tho others who have done 

occasional work, deserve all the credit and thank 3 that I can offer. 

If I have omitted anyone, I have not done so intentionally, and I 

should like to take this opportunity to try, at any rate, to express 

my gratitude to tho whole Group, and to our friends for standing by 
me. this winter. J 

Then, there are tho companies who have cooperated with us in 
sending books and records for review; there are tho friends of the 
Group who have bom kind enough to write special articles for us and 
to appear for us at our various purties. And there are those v/ho have 
helped us by spreading tho news about PROMENADE, magazines like 
RECREATION, YOUTH DIGEST, YANKEE, and tho DaIRYMEN 1 S LEAGUE ... to 
namo_ but a few....and our thanks to the NE*V YORK TIMES. 

It is seldom that the editorial "we" becomes the personal "I", 
but now, at the end of tho season, I should like this page to oxpress 
gratitude, enthusiasm anc3. love to the American Square Dance Group, 
PROMENADE, and all our friends; and to say, along with Woodio Guthrie 
in his-song, 'So long, it’3 boon good to know you." 

~VV»aA.aCr+ 




DUTCH FOLK FESTIVAL IN MICHIGAN 

R.B.' Teffertoller 
(Corresponding member) 


The week of May 17th tc 24th is the gayest time of the year 
for the little town of Holland, Michigan, population, 15,000, 
located on the shore of Lake Michigan, Residents of Holland get 
out their best Dutch costumes, clip their lawns and clean the 
streets, for it's Tulip Time up Holland way. 

I visited Holland on Sunday along with over half a million 
ether curious Americans from the middle west, and when I finally 
arrived at the Flemish designed hostelry, Warm Friend Tavern, with 
its greeting abovo the door, "Welkom Vroemdelingen" or "Welcome 
Stranger", i felt as if I never wanted to move through that 
heavy traffic again. Holland’s Ei$i th Street in front of the 
"Warm Friend Tavern", had been scrubbed meticulously the day before 
the opening ceremonies as the Dutch were v/ont to dc centuries ago 
in old Holland across the sea. 

Out on the tulip farms I was loft absolutely speechless. 

For once in my life I realized what a blessing we mortals have in 
being able to recognize such rich hues and colors as they spread 
lile patchwork quilts of sheer beauty for the human eye to feast 
upon. 

But I v/as interested in the dances, soheduled as a part of 
the Festival's activities, so I located Miss Mcb el Apol, the young 
physical education director in the public school system, who had 
trained the dancers for this great affair. She had close to 300 
girls from the 8tli to tho 12th grades. Half of those wore dressed 
as boys, and all of them were dressed in the traditional costumes 
of the provinces of Volondam, Zeeland and Isle of Marken. The 
Volcndam costumes wore in the majority as shown by tho peeked 
bonnets of thp girls and the white socks and caps with small 
visors for tho boys. All sorts of variations were to bo found among 
these costumes, but another characteristic was quite noticeable, 
namely, lets of starched petticoats worn by the girls. Miss Apol 
said these costumes would almost stand alone in the evening when 
tho dancers laid them aside for tho day. 

Two particularly interesting facts were noted. First, that 

Holland is a very religious community and dancing in any form is 

prohibited in tho public schools. This is reflected in the manner 

in which the dancers turned each other in each dance, in an open 

rather than a closod position. Socondly, many figures similar to 

the American square dance patterns are used in the "Klompen" dances. 

Tho quadrille formation is most commonly used v/ith four couples 
in oach set. 

During tho street washing ceremony the "Scrubbers Dance" Is 
performed by couples. Properties ouch t,s brooms and buckets are 
used by the dancers as they move about with a "Stop, brush, hop" 
business. This is a step on tho loft foot, brushing the ground 
lightly with the right wooden shoo, then a hop cn tho loft foot. 
These dancers become very adept with the cumbersome wooden shoo 
after much padding with a lot of socks. 

When I left Holland and headed for Detroit, I loft a bit 
of the old world behind and plunged into a now twentieth century 
city where men and women still hope for a bettor life tomorrow, 
and I left knov/lng full v/ell that tho boys and girls across tho sea 
would not bo able to lr.ugh, sing and dance this spring. 
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EARL Y NEW ENOLAIC D i SALMODY 
.G. McDougall, author, Stephan Daye 
Fress. Brattlaboro, Vt. price $3.50 
Tunis' GEKTURIES OF AMERICAN HYMNODY 
Wilder Foote, author. Harvard Univ 
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Lh Published simultaneously, though independently 

of each other, these two volumes hold an amazing 
affinity for each other, offering contrasts in points 
of view and compliment in historical continuity. 

Arriving at a timo when an interest in early Americana is 
steadily on the ungrade, those books are most welcome in establi¬ 
shing a homegrounl for American colonial thought as expressed 
in the church music of those times. 

In spite of the forbidding titles, the importance of these 
works lies in their associations with the history of folk culture 
and however much the religious connections are stressed, the reader 
is always aware of the part folk songs played in shaping the growth 
of American psalmody and hymnody. 

No attempt to write a history of American church music is 
made. Dr. Foote is concerned primarily with the text of the psalms 
and h>mn3, and with the thought expressed as a reflection of the 
ideas of the time. In his scholarly approach, covering three hun¬ 
dred years of development, he portrays the general movement in 
thought and sentiment in the 18th century, and traces the slow 
transition from psalmody to hymnody during the last half of that 
century. Dr. Foote has had to divide his story into studies of 
denominational groups, which distracts from the contimiity. In 
a sweeping but comprehensive manner, he brings his work up to date 

noting the spirited and intelligent approach which stamps the music 
of the church today. 

Dr. McDougall’s book specializes in early colonial music, 
paying more attention to the individuals responsible for it;- and 

like Dr. Foote, acknowledges the tenort: Si r> C*. f* of 4 i*. "H P r>n f.Aflhonf n n t'r\ -n 



DIALS AND DISCS 



Following our centantion that interest in square dancing 
is growing, another album of square dances has been released by 
Decca. The music is provided by A1 MacLeods Country Dance Band, 
the calls by Ed Durlacher. Thor -- are three records, twelve inches, 
allowing time for each couple tc. bj active, as in real square 
dancing. Among the dances called are the following: "She'll Be 
Cornin' Round the Mountain", "3ii3y Boy", "The Grapevine Twist", 
'Dip and Dive", "Mademoiselle from Armentiereo" and the "Cowboy's 

Dreaip". 

There is a brochure, written by Margot Mayo, with des¬ 
criptive directions for the dances, and after studying this 
booklet, the dances are simple to perform. The calls are clear 
and well timed and after you catch on to the calls, most of the 
recorcis are fun to dance to The music is pleasant, though one 

of the records, the "Cowboy's Dream", is almost too slow for 
comfort. 


Members of the American Square Dance Group had groat fun 

recently, when they went up to Decca *3 to mako an album of "Burning 

Set' records. They^ took off their shoes and danced during the 

recording. And tho it was awfully hot, it was an experience for 

which they will always be grateful. Manny was in good form. 

Others will have as much fun dancing to these recordings as v/e 
had making them. 



At tho present moment, there are too few radio programs 
of authentic folk Americana. With the ending of the Leadbelly 
series over station WNYC, there remain but two programs of 
note. These are schedulod Saturday morning and afternoon on 
station V/ABC. Burl Ives presents folk songs from 11:45 to 12:00 
noon and Eric Clark brings " real American folk songs and songs 
of the South" from 3:30 to 3:45. 

.- 1 . Jean 

Of unusual interest is a folk program on Saturday nights 
at 12:00 midnite to 1:00 A.M. called "Grand old Opry". Quite 

difficult to get in New York City, this broadcast from Tennessee 
presents the finest array of square dance tunos we've heard yet. 
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a festival will be held treating one phase 
ich is entirely forgotten my most people. 

ite work-log birling. Cut in Gladstone, 

Michigan, July 4th, 5th and 6th, there is 
going to bo a relec and forest festival in¬ 
cluding a Paul Bunyan parade with wood-chopping 
and sawing contest a. The roleo is a modern 
version of log rolling or log birling. Under 
the auspices of the National Roloo Association 
founded in 1926, log birling has developed 
into spectacular competition for both men 
and women. The ossential principle is to keep 
the "cork’’pine logs whioh are of a uniform • 
size, spinning as the two combatants try to 
knock each other off into the water. But now 
that there prizes, the sport has bocome much 
moro fancy. In 1938, one man turned cartwheels 
shod standing up. Others can "walk the keg" 
os 2 vards Iona: and one vard wide. The bir- 


Por the last few Sundays, there have been great doings 
at 70 East 12th Street, the studio of the Almanac Singers, Pete 
Bowers, Lee Hayes and Millard Lompoll. These are no series Of 
"concerts", but, which is more fun, "sings 11 with the Almunackers 
teaching and singing the "Songs for John Doe" (reviewed in the 
last issue of "Promenade") and other vigorous and timely songs 
as well as familiar old ballads. There are always guo3ts there 
and one frequently runs into old favorites ouch as Loadbolly, 
Aunt Molly Jackson, Saul Aarons and Jim Garland. 

For information, get in touch with Pete Bowers at 70 East 

12th Street and be 3ure to go down for a bing* I. 

It 1 s great fun ! 

Muizio, Jr. Group 


Dont miss the article in the June Harper*s Bazaar entitled 
"I Hoar America Singing", by Chester K&llman. It lists the re¬ 
cords of particular interest to folklorists and has pictures of 
such beloved folk singers as Woodio Guthrie, Prank Luther, John 
Nilos, Leadbolly, Carl Sandburg and others. 
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On Wednesday evening June 4th at Town Hull, Nov; York City, 
a program offering "Songs of tho American People" v.-as presented 

featuring the finest group of well known 

folk singors available.Loadbolly, 

Joshua White, Burl Ives, John and Lucy 
Allison, the Almanac Singers, Tony Kra- 
ber, Earl Robinson , Aunt Molly Jackson, 
W.C. Handy, Harold Arobellan, Elsie Hous¬ 
ton, Gerald Clark and the Calypso singers. 
Each of these contributed to tho script 
by telling what he knev; of the song or 
by answering simple questions such as 
"■ r -'hure did the blues come from ?" by 
Leadbelly. This was an attempt to illus¬ 
trate tho various phases of American 
folk songs. 

The production was pleasingly sim¬ 
ple. Tho performers 3 at on the stage in 
ordinary straight back chairs and joined 
in on the choruses whenever they know tho songs. Lee Hayes did an 
excellent job as narratovdelivering tho commentary from tho pulpit 
of stage loft. The audience that filled the house responded with 
such friendly enthusiasm that they too came in on several refrains. 


During the summer, tho A.S.D.G. are holding their studio 
open for classes, parties, rehearsals, etc since many members will 
bo in the City for continuation of Group Demonstrations, Our 
studio will again be at 52 East 13th Street. Those interested in 
joining us for the summer, kindly contact Margot Iviayo, 585 West 
214th Street, Manhattan. 




For those who intend doing any reading or acquiring material 
on folk, social, modern, ballet, etc dancing, may we suggest that 
you visit Sally Kernin's bookshop, 15 V/ost 56th Street, New York 
City. Hero one may find one of tho moot complete collections of 
material on the various phases of dance, no loss American square 
dancing. We would be grateful if you mention the fact that you 
saw thoir name in "Promenade'' 


WASHINGTON BRANCH 


Our Washington branch of tho n.S.D.G., under the direction 


of Arthur Lents, is holding "open house on Saturday evening June 
21st on the YWCA roof at 17th and Kay Street N.W. Washington, D.C 
Arthur certainly deserve s a great deal of praise for his work in 
collecting fo3k material from the different parts of the country 
Our thanks also go to Edna Crump Ly i; r if..is branch of the A.S.D.G 
for the song "Untrue Lover" in this issue. 


parts of the country, 
branch of the A.S.D.G. 


